COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON

MAR =3 1938

The Eonorable,

The Secrotary of State.
Sirs

There has been considered your letter of Degember 21, 1937,

FA 125,9541/36, replying to office lotter of Decsmber 10, 1937,
relative to tho temure under lease Se356=faw2, entered into an
February 12, 1932, for the Scoretary of State dy the American
Consul} at Tunis, Tunisia, and lirae Je Lachnume as agent for Hrs.
Honry=Raymond ¥alinet for the quarters gecupied by ths Amsrican
Consulate at Tunis,

With respect to the temure the lease providss as follows:

"The prestnt leage is based on the Gregorisn yeare The lease
is madle for omp yeaer to degin January 1, 1932, ard to end December
31, 19%32. 1If, howover the notice of leaving is not given by letter
or other methad, by ono or other of the two contracting parties at
least three manths previous to the expiration of the lease, the
loase #ill be valid under the same oonditions and clauses for another
year or until notice of leaving hns been dofinitely given, This
notice can be given by & asirmple registered letter."

It has long been held by the accounting officers and the courts,
that a lcase to the United States for a torm of years is binding
upon the Covermment only to the end of ths flscal year them current,
with an option in the Govermment to remew fram year to year until

the end of the term, sudbject to appropriations being made awvailable

therefore. Gae seotions 3670 and 3732, Nevised Statutes, as amended;
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act of april 2, 1920, L) Stat. 5783 Bradley v. United Statos, 98

UuSe 104y Chase ve United Statos, 155 U.S. LB9) Loiter v United

States, 271 U.3. 204 Goodyvar ve United States, 276 U.8. 2873 1

Com‘p. Gene 103 5 ide 355, 522 Howaver, 2o pointed eut im ycur
lotter, in the caee of the Department of State there 1 specifie
authority of law in the annual apéropriation eots boginning with
tho act of July 1, 1932, L7 Stat. 479, covering the fioceal year
1933, and continuing dowm %o tho prosent time,

Aacordingly, while the subjset loase wno oxsoutod en February
12, 1932, prior o the statutory authority contained im the act of
July 1, 1932, Gupra, and subsequont aots, in view of sll the olr-
oumstasoes thid offics 18 not roquired to question the oontinuation
of the lease in offoot until Decembor 31, 1941, the date suggested
in your letter, unless terminsted prior to that dats.

Respeotfully,

(digned) . M. Fitiage

Aoting Comptrollor General
of the United Stotes,
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